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ABSTRACT 



South Carolina's Basic Skills Assessment Program (BSAP) 
assesses basic skills in reading, mathematics, writing, and science for 
grades 3, 6, 8, and 10 (exit examination) . In 1998, the tests were 
administered statewide in April. This report provides 3 years of data on 
percentages of students meeting state standards . The data are reported by 
grade/subject for each of the 86 South Carolina school districts as well as 
for the state as a whole. The BSAP tests are criterion-referenced and 
therefore, by design, measure student performance against standards 
specifically intended for use in South Carolina and approved by the State 
Board of Education. Four lengthy tables present data for each of the tested 
grades. Results from BSAP assist in identifying student deficiencies and in 
providing appropriate instruction to students not meeting standards . Results 
are also used to improve the school curriculum. Since the test is 
administered only in South Carolina, national comparisons cannot be made. The 
results are presented by percentage of students meeting standards over time, 
and demographic groupings according to performance by grade level and subject 
area across years. Recommendations are offered. (SLD) 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 



The Basic Skills Assessment Program (BSAP) established in 1978 assesses basic skills in reading, 
mathematics, writing, and science for Grades 3, 6, 8, and 10 (Exit Examination). In 1998, the BSAP was 
administered statewide during the period of April 20 through April 23 with makeup tests administered on April 
24, 27, and 28. This report, BSAP Percentages of Students Meeting State Standards - District and State Results, 
provides three years of data regarding percentages of students meeting state standards. The data are reported 
by grade/subject for each of the eighty-six South Carolina public school districts as well as for the state level. 

The BSAP tests are criterion-referenced and, therefore, by design, measure student performance against 
an established criterion or standard and are specifically intended for use in South Carolina. The standards for 
all of the Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Writing tests were approved by the State Board of Education. To 
facilitate the equating of tests and the interpretation of data across years, each standard was transformed into a 
score of 700 on a scale with a standard deviation of 100. Thus the minimum achievement standard for the 
Reading and Mathematics tests in Grades 3 and 8 and on the Exit Examination, as well as for the Science tests in 
Grades 3, 6, and 8, is a scale score of 700. The Writing tests are scored according to the BSAP Modified Holistic 
Scoring Criteria which consists of 4 score points: 1 = A very inadequate response, 2 = A less than adequate 
response, 3 = An adequate response, 4 = A more than adequate response. The minimum achievement standard 
for Writing in Grades 6, 8, and Exit Examination is a score of 3. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 



Adjusted Enrollment (Column 3): 

Number of students enrolled on the last day of make-up testing minus total exclusions equals the number 
of students eligible to be tested. For additional details concerning exclusions, see the separate report 
entitled “BSAP Percentages Tested”. 



Number Tested (column 4): 

A count of the students who took any part of the BSAP tests. 

Percent Tested (Column 5): 

Result derived by dividing number of students tested (column 4) by the number of students enrolled on 
the last day of testing and eligible to be tested (column 3) multiplied by 100. 

Percent Free Lunch (Column 6): 

Number of students eligible for free lunch divided by the 45-day average daily membership (ADM) for 
K-12 as reported by the school districts to the Office of School Food Services, October, 1997. 



%Meeting Standard (Column 7, 8, 9) 

Percent of students who had a scale score of at least 700. 
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BSAP PERCENTAGES MEETING STANDARDS BY SUBJECT 
ALL STUDENTS 

GRADE 3 



1 

DISTRICT 


2 

TEST 

YEAR 


3 

ADJUSTED 

ENROLLMENT 


4 

NUMBER 

TESTED 


5 

PERCENT 

TESTED 


6 

% FREE 
LUNCH 


7 

READING 

%MEETING 

STANDARD 


8 

MATH 

%MEETING 

STANDARD 


9 

SCIENCE 

%MEETING 

STANDARD 


ABBEVILLE 


1997-98 


325 


325 


100.0 


42.9 


88.4 


91.5 


75.9 




1996-97 


265 


265 


100.0 




88.7 


90.6 


69.1 




1995-96 










91.7 


88.3 


71.9 


AIKEN 


1997-98 


1813 


1813 


100.0 


40.6 


87.9 


87.3 


68.9 




1996-97 


1801 


1804 


100.2 * 




88.1 


85.9 


66.5 




.1995-96 










84.3 


86.8 


63.8 


ALLENDALE 


1997-98 


173 


171 


98.8 


83.1 


52.6 


52.7 


24.3 




1996-97 


163 


163 


100.0 




66.0 


71.2 


34.4 




1995-96 










56.8 


60.5 


21.7 


ANDERSON 1 


1997-98 


585 


585 


100.0 


17.6 


92.3 


92.5 


86.0 




1996-97 


497 


497 


100.0 




95.2 


93.6 


80.2 




1995-96 










93.3 


93.2 


84.4 


ANDERSON 2 


1997-98 


265 


264 


99.6 


29.8 


91.2 


92.4 


76.8 




1996-97 


255 


255 


100.0 




95.9 


93.3 


80.6 




1995-96 










95.8 


93.3 


86.0 


ANDERSON 3 


1997-98 


212 


212 


100.0 


34.8 


84.7 


82.0 


58.9 




1996-97 


173 


173 


100.0 




91.3 


87.3 


65.3 




1995-96 










89.0 


77.2 


66.5 


ANDERSON 4 


1997-98 


225 


224 


99.6 


29.2 


84.3 


85.7 


58.7 




1996-97 . 


192 


191 


99.5 




86.5 


85.4 


70.3 




1995-96 










82.7 


80.9 


62.4 


ANDERSON 5 


1997-98 


835 


835 


100.0 


33.7 


87.4 


86.6 


63.8 




1996-97 


781 


784 


100.4 * 




89.5 


85.1 


63.7 




1995-96 










85.8 


80.9 


64.3 


BAMBERG 1 


1997-98 


135 


135 


100.0 


57.9 


75.6 


80.0 


51.1 




1996-97 


134 


134 


100.0 




86 . 4 


83.5 


68.4 




1995-96 










86.4 


80.2 


62.4 


BAMBERG 2 


1997-98 


97 


97 


100.0 


84.9 


68.0 


73.2 


43.3 




1996-97 


106 


105 


99.1 




75.2 


65.7 


36.2 




1995-96 










82.6 


80.2 


34.9 


BARNWELL 19 


1997-98 


90 


90 


100.0 


68.7 


83.0 


75.3 


76.3 




1996-97 


79 


79 


100.0 




90.8 


84.6 


83.3 




1995-96 










90.9 


97.7 


83.5 


BARNWELL 29 


1997-98 


72 


72 


100.0 


51.8 


87.5 


94.4 


64.8 




1996-97 


65 


65 


100.0 




93.8 


95.4 


68.8 




1995-96 










94.1 


98.0 


74.0 


BARNWELL 45 


1997-98 


209 


209 


100.0 


40.5 


79.9 


77.0 


59.8 




1996-97 


200 


200 


100.0 




81.9 


82.0 


57.5 




1995-96 










86.3 


83.2 


67.7 


BEAUFORT 


1997-98 


1182 


1181 


99.9 


42.7 


83.6 


81.4 


52.8 




1996-97 


1115 


1116 


100.1 * 




86.6 


80.8 


55.8 




1995-96 










84.2 


78.8 


60.6 



ERIC 



NOTE: SEE FIRST PAGE FOR EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

* INDICATES THAT NUMBER TESTED INCLUDES COUNTS BEYOND ENROLLMENT. 
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